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ABSTRACT
This research investigated the influence of social media fake news on Southwest youths’ perception of its implications for national Security.   Survey research technique was used to generate data. Employing Cochran (1997) statistical formula for determining sample size, data were collected from 588 youths between the ages of 18-35 in nine selected local government areas in Southwest states of Nigeria. The data obtained were analysed quantitatively using Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) version 25.0.  The result depicts that fake news has a high implication on national security. This study recommends that social media users should be educated on media literacy skills which will help improve their fake news detection ability; members of the society should be enlightened on the detrimental consequences of fake news on national security. Finally, government should enact laws to regulate individuals, online journalists and citizen journalists who spread false information on social media platforms.
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Introduction 
The issue of fake news is a major concern globally. Social media, such as Facebook and Twitter, have enabled information to flow faster than ever before, consequently increasing the speed in which false information can spread online (Allcott & Gentzkow, 2017). While the digital social network have substantially facilitated the process of information sharing and knowledge diffusion (Park, 2017), it is important to note that this information system also comes with problems, one of which involves the spread of inaccurate information (Tanbuscio, Ruffo & Menczer, 2015). According to WEF (2014) prevalent misinformation online is a growing concern around the globe. With the increasing popularity of social media and web-based forum, distribution of fake news has become a major threat to sectors and agencies (Kaliyar, Goswani, Narang & Sinha, 2020). 

Fake news has gained research attention as it has a huge impact on democracy (Allcott & Gentzkow, 2017). In fact, past studies found many adverse effects of fake news (Apuke & Omar, 2020; Wilson & Umar, 2019; Madu, Aboyade, & Ajayi, 2019).. It was found that fake news further polarizes already divided societies (Vargo, Guo, & Amazeen, 2018). For instance, in Nigeria, Sadiku (2018) reported that in June 2018, the gruesome murder of over 86 people in 11 communities in Barkin Ladi, Rirom and Jos South Local Government areas of Plateau state was spread on social media as retaliation carried out by the Miyetti Allah group. However, a new report revealed that the killings had nothing to do with the Miyetti Allah group. By then, the spread of fake news stories associated with the killings caused further deaths in the Plateau state of Nigeria (Apuke & Omar, 2020). Also, the spread of fake news and manipulated video during the #EndSARS protest fuelled the protest which later took a violent dimension.  These findings demonstrate the universal effect of fake news on society at large. Without doubt, fake news be it in the form of misinformation and disinformation has serious implications for democratic values, elections, governance, the economy and national security. 

Pate (2019) noted that looking at the strong affinity between fake news peddling and social media vis-à -vis the skyrocketing levels of social media use among Nigerians (Itedge News, 2018 September 10), in no time could the post-modernist Machiavellianism, noble lie, or untruth permeate the Nigerian polity and cause unimagined topsy-turvy, a phenomenon the Nigerian Information and Culture Minister, Lai Mohammed describes as “the greatest threat to democracy and security” (Abdullahi, 2017 March 13, online). It is well documented that the trend of fake news and misinformation is a major disruptive force in society (Allcott & Gentzkow, 2017). This research examined Southwest youths’ perception of fake news based on their use of social media and the perceived implications for national security. 

Statement of the Problem
Today mainstream and non-mainstream news are mixed and shared in social media, making it difficult to assess credibility (Fletcher & Park, 2017).Within social media sites, content can be spread among users without third party filtering, verification, or editorial judgment (Allcott & Gentzkow, 2017). The nature of these networks is therefore a good place through which fake news may be developed and disseminated with relative ease. Though a few studies allude to fake news as threat to national security, polity and democracy (Wilson & Umar, 2019; Pate, Gambo & Ibrahim 2019) these studies did not specifically capture the aspect of fake news and its perceived implications for national security particularly in a polity witnessing serious security challenges like Nigeria that fake news may exacerbate. 

Also, majority of the studies on fake news on social media were carried out in Europe, America and Asia. This view is corroborated by Duffy, Tandoc, and Ling (2019) that most research examining fake news has emerged from the US and UK contexts and they recommended scholars to look beyond. Furthermore, there is minimal empirical research conducted on this issue in Nigeria. Therefore, in other to fill the gap in knowledge, this study examined Nigerian youths’ perception of fake news and its implication for national security based on social media use.

Research Questions	
This study will be guided by the following research questions:
1. What is the pattern of youths’ social media use in Southwest Nigeria?
2. What is the perceived level of national security among the youths in Southwest Nigeria?      
3. What are the perceived implications of fake news on national security among the youths in Southwest Nigeria?   


Literature Review
Fake news as a term has a long history and has been used by scholars to describe a number of things, such as news satire, news parody, fabrication, manipulation, advertising, propaganda, (Tandoc,  Lim, & Ling, 2018). However, recent studies used the term to refer to a specific phenomenon- false information packaged to look like news to deliberately mislead.

According to Watson (2018), the term was ﬁrst coined in the late 19th century by Merriam Webster. Prior to this date, the term fake news was used merely to designate false news.  “Fake news” does not assume the same meaning as “false news”. Meneses (2018) argues that both may have similar but never equal meanings. For the author, the difference is in the intention with which the lie is produced and disseminated. False news is associated with journalistic error, lack of competence and irresponsibility, while fake news relates to “false information” that was deliberately intended and intentionally misleading (Meneses 2018).  The neologism is the result of technological advancement, the Internet and social media (Baptista & Gradim, 2020).

Scholars have conceptualized fake news in many ways, but with almost the same meaning. A simple definition about the term of fake news has been provided by Leonhardt and Thompson (2017) in their article in the New York Times, where they describe fake news as a type of propaganda or yellow and misleading journalism that consists of deliberate misinformation, spread via traditional media outlets (their print or online editions) or online social media. Brody and Meier (2018) defined fake news as information that is inconsistent with factual reality. Allcott and Gentzkow (2017) in a recent study define fake news as news articles that are purposefully and verifiably false, and could mislead readers. The term fake news is false, often sensational information disseminated under the guise of news reporting (Collins Dictionary, 2017, online).   The term “fake news” is also used by parties to denigrate content or points of view at odds with their own beliefs (Carson, 2017).  As Albright (2016) points out, fake news has become a buzzword, especially after the 2016 presidential elections in the United States, a democratic exercise marked by loads of misinformation and false news. 

Social Media and Fake News
The 21st century has created advanced technological knowledge with the help of Web 2.0 powering social media platforms, this has redefined human communication and interaction in modern society. Social media, with its attributes, brings knowledge, skills and events closer to the people and has revolutionized access to information (Chukwuere & Onyebukwa, 2019). Social media has become the main vehicle for accessing news (Baptista & Gradim, 2020), especially for the younger generation (Newman, Fletcher, Kalogeropoulos & Nielsen, 2019). 
Siapera (2018) noted that there are three significant factors that characterize the current brand of fake news. First, the ease by which people can create contents; second, the distribution patterns across new and social media, and third, the political economy of the online domain which enables and incentivizes the creation of these forms of news. She further noted that anyone with Internet access can effectively produce and distribute contents of any kind of quality and that “people can avail of the various functionalities of computer software such as photoshop and create highly believable contents….Fake news can travel very far on the internet” (Siapera, 2018, p. 57). Supporting the above views, concern about the spread of fake news focuses on both the ubiquity of social media and the easy circulation of information that social media platforms afford due to their technical affordances” (Allcott & Gentzkow, 2017). Social media platform incentivizes the diffusion of problematic news content in a disturbing manner, and the rapidity with which news content moves within social media causes fake news to swiftly spread unverified, making it hard to correct.  The motivation behind fake news has been debated and some have argued that monetary, social and political benefits are among the driving forces (Zhang, Gupta, Kauten, Deokar & Qin, 2019).  Nowadays, social media facilitate the spread of unverified and false information among a larger number of users, thus deeply influencing the global perception and the understanding of events. Hence, the rise of fake news has become a global concern.

Today, millions of social media users across Nigeria and those in the diaspora are connected to events happening in Nigeria; some use this medium to promote fake news, propaganda and events. Examples can be found in the case of Boko Haram, Biafra agitation, #EndSARS protest and Fulani Herdsmen (Chukwuere & Onyebukwa, 2019). Thus, the presence of social media in Nigeria sometimes threatens the country’s peace and stability and gives rise to security challenges across the country (Chukwuere & Onyebukwa, 2019). Although the problem is universal, fake news spreading is often drawn by local issues and contextual situations (Apuke & Omar, 2020).

Fake News and National Security in Nigeria
The spread of fake news have assumed a disturbing dimension in recent times. Its damaging implications cut across every fabric of a people’s communal life; from politics to religion, from business to social life. Perhaps, the most pronounced area of concern over fake news, particularly in Nigeria is national security, which is, the greatest challenge of the country at the moment (Madu, Aboyade & Ajayi, 2019). According to Malik (2018), fake news, or at least inaccurate information and unfounded rumours, have been the cause of concern and conflict for as long as humans have communicated with one another, or tried to.

Haciyakupoglu, Hui, Suguna, Leong & Abdul Rahman (2018) noted that fake news becomes a national security issue when it undermines the foundations (e.g. social cohesion, public institutions, peace and order) of the nation state. In this regard, fake news could serve as a tool for disinformation campaigns: the intentional dissemination of false information for influencing opinions or policies of the receiving audience. The concept of national security is no doubt is a complex phenomenon. This is the case because the issue of security continues to pose a serious challenge to nations and the global community at large. Without a doubt, issues bordering on maintaining or tackling security challenges across the globe have taken centre stage in the international political system (Chukwuere & Onyebukwa, 2019). To this end, policy-makers across the globe and decision-makers and leaders, particularly in Nigeria, have come to the realization that security remains an unequivocal policy challenge in governance. Apart from these, the dynamics of contemporary global security challenges, including terrorism, equally influence and inform the crescendos of security challenges in Nigeria today. Intrinsically, Nigeria, as a subsisting global entity, inherited some of her internal security challenges by virtue of this status (Ani & Onyebukwa, 2016). 

Nigeria’s national security means the protection of its resources, territory, sovereignty and lawful institutions of the country. The aim of national security is to secure the just and equitable living conditions of the country. The concept of security has been defined in different ways by different scholars and has undergone fundamental changes since the end of the Second World War when the usage of the term became popular and lately since the end of the cold war in the last two decades. Maier (1990) national security is the capacity to control those domestic and foreign conditions that the public opinion of a given community believes necessary to enjoy its own self-determination or autonomy, prosperity and well being. National security is described as the security and defence of a nation state, including its citizens, economy, and institutions, which is regarded as a duty of government (Wikipedia). Originally conceived as protection against military attack, national security is now widely understood to include non-military dimensions, including the security from terrorism, minimization of crime, economic security, energy security, environmental security, food security, cyber-security etc. Similarly, national security risks include, in addition to the actions of other nation states, action by violent non-state actors, by narcotic cartels, and by multinational corporations, and also the effects of natural disasters (Mohammed, 2020).

Consequences of Fake News in Nigeria
Distributing misleading information on social media and the Internet is not a new phenomenon. In their recent study about fake news on Nigeria media, Apuke and Omar (2020) identified instances of false claims and their consequences on the Nigeria media. In order to better understand what fake news is, as well as the impact it might have on the audiences and the society at large, it is helpful to look at a few well-known examples of fake news which were generated and distributed on mainstream as well as social media platforms in Nigeria and other parts of the world. Information should be true, reliable and sacrosanct. Any information communicated by a public individual or organisation helps shape a society and the world at large. False information can result in unwarranted confusion, manipulation and deception, even causing unrest in that society, and the world (Amobi, 2019). Kuman and Shah (2018) argue that false information has a far-reaching impact on those who consume it, in both the short and long term.  False claims may now be perceived and defined differently, but they still do harm (Amobi, 2019). Concerns about fake news past and present are no less heightened in Nigeria than elsewhere. 

Past studies focusing on fake news and its consequences in Nigeria have identified death, conflict escalation, political hostility and societal panic as some of the adverse effect of fake news proliferation (Edwin & Yalmi, 2019). Pate (2018 September 7) outlined some critical repercussions of fake news in the society as follows: (a) fake news can undermine the unity and peace of the country with explosive consequences; (b) by its nature, democracy looks adversarial, but fake news makes it worse; (c) fake news can exacerbate distrust, division and violence in the already divided diverse polity; (d) fake news can undermine confidence and certainty of the citizens in the media; and (e) fake news can promote anti-democratic tendencies that can subvert confidence in the system.

The plethora of fake stories circulated through the social media (Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, Instagram and other social media platform, in some cases, even in the print media incite fear,  distrust, disunity across ethnic groups in Nigeria. The perceived implications of circulating such fake news is that it is capable of triggering violence across ethnic and religious divides thereby threatening national security.

Research Method
This study employed quantitative survey for data collection and analysis. The Nigerian youth constituted the population of the current study.  The populations sampled in this study are Nigerian youths between the ages of18-35 in selected nine local government areas from three Southwest states of Nigeria. The three states and nine local government selected for this study are Lagos state: Ojo  Local Government, Ikorodu Local Government and Shomolu Local Government Areas; In Ondo  state; Akoko South West Local Government, Akure South Local Government, and Ile-Oluji/Oke-Igbo Local Government Areas; In Osun state: Ife Central Local Government, Osogbo Local Government and Odo-Otin Local  Government Areas. Youths are chosen under the assumption that they are exposed to basic knowledge of the different social media platforms, and they may be among the most frequent users of social media platforms. Based on the 2022 Population Projection of the National Population Commission, the selected local government areas have a population of 4, 039,400. 

Employing Cochran (1997) statistical formula for determining sample size, data were collected from 588 youths using purposive sampling techniques. The youths that participated in this study were selected across different social status which includes: students, civil servants, and unemployed, among others. The data were collected using self- administered questionnaire. The data obtained was analysed quantitatively using Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) version 25.0. For descriptive purposes, frequency tables, simple percentages, means and text was used so as to get a better understanding of data collected. 

Data Analysis
Demographic Profile of Respondents 

Age
The minimum and maximum age of the respondents are 18 and 35 respectively, with 29 being the average age (M=28.98, SD=3.48). When recorded into categories, 24-29 had the highest frequency 274(46.6%), While 18-23 recorded the least frequency 44(7.5) of the respondents. This age distribution shows that majority of the youth in these Local Government Areas are 24-29.

Gender 
The female gender has 162 (27.6%) frequency counts, while the male has 426 (72.4%). This implies the major bulk of the respondents for the surveys were males.

4.2.3 Residential Location
Ojo Local Government Area has the highest number of respondents, 132, which equates 22.4% of the entire population, followed by Ikorodu Local Government Area, 114 (19.4%), while Shomolu Local Government area,89 (15.1%), Akure Local Government area had 77 (13.1%). More so, Akoko Local Government Area respondents constitute 49, which equates 8.3%, while Ile-Oluji/Okeigbo and Ife Central Local Government areas envelops 37(6.3%) respectively, Osogbo Local Government Area respondents had 34 (5.8%), and Odo-Otin Local Government Area formed the least of the respondents with 19(3.2). The variation between the sample size of these six local government areas is as a result of the differences in the population of the youth in each of these local government areas, while the determination of sample size was based on objective mathematical calculation.

Highest Educational Qualification
The data collected indicates that the highest educational qualification of respondents is HND, 269(45.7%), followed by respondents with ND/NCE, 160(27.2%), while respondents with post-degree constitutes 88, which equates 15.0%, and respondents with SSCE constitutes 71, which equates (12.1%).

Occupation
Data gathered from the survey shows that those that works in the private sector constitutes majority of the respondents, 203(34.5%), followed by respondents that are self-employed, 188(32.0%), while the civil servants constitute 126, which equates 21.4%, and those that are unemployed envelopes 71 (12.1%) of the respondents. 

Analysis of Research Questions 
This section presents the results of the analysis of the research questions for the study. The over-arching objective of this study is to find out the influence of social media use on southwest youths' perceived implications of fake news for national security. To achieve this, variables such as the pattern of media use, level of fake news perception and level of national security were measured.

Pattern of Youths’ Social Media Use
RQ1: What is the pattern of youths’ social media use in Southwest Nigeria?
Table 1: Pattern of Youths’ Social Media Use
					*Pattern of Youths’ Social Media Use%		     Overall
Pattern of Youths’ Social Media Use	1	2	3	4	5	M	SD	%
Social Media
Facebook				0.2	0.5	7.0	36.2	56.1	4.45	0.74    89.0
Instagram				0.5	2.4	11.7	56.5	28.9	4.08	0.79    81.6
YouTube				0.3	3.1	12.1	44.7	39.8	4.17	0.85    83.4
Twitter					1.2	7.0	13.3	43.4	35.2	4.01	0.97    80.2
WhatsApp				0.7	0.5	1.7	21.1	76.0	4.67	0.70    93.4
Total										4.27	0.81 85.52

*1=Never (1-20), 2=Seldom (21-40), 3=Sometimes (41-60), 4=Often (61-80), 5=Always (81-100)
The pattern of social media use amongst youths was measured based on five platforms WhatsApp, Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, and Twitter. Table 1 shows the pattern of youths’ social media use. Generally, findings reveal that respondents use social media always. 



RQ2: What is the level of fake news perception among the youths in Southwest Nigeria?
Table 2: Level of Fake News Perception
					* Level of Fake News Perception%	     Overall
Level of fake news perception	1	2	3	4	5	M	SD	%
I think news content without a	0.2	2.6	35.4	47.4	14.5	4.11	0.9382.2
Source is probably untrue.
When the news story does not	0.2	10.5	36.9	40.3	12.1	4.20	0.8884.0
match the headline, it is likely to 
be inaccurate.
Sometimes media institutions 	0.0	0.3	5.1	41.2	53.4	4.19	0.8583.8
publish unverified information
to increase readability
I think some news stories are 		0.3	0.2	3.6	31.1	64.8	4.21	0.88     84.2
fabricated to harm certain entities
(e.g. politicians, celebrities, 
businesses etc).
Sometimes social media news	0.3	0.2	3.6	31.1	64.8	4.36	0.8687.2
stories are presented in a misleading way
Total										4.21	0.8884.2
*1=Strongly disagree (1-20), 2=Disagree (21-40), 3=Neutral (41-60), 4=Agree (61-80), 5=Strongly Agree (81-100)
The data presented on table 2 shows the level of fake news perception on social media among youths in Southwest Nigeria. Overall, on the perception of fake news, respondents strongly agreed that there is a fake news dissemination on the media among youths in Southwest Nigeria (M = 4.21, SD = 0.88). 

RQ3: What are the perceived implications of fake news on national security in Southwest Nigeria?   


















Table 3: Perceived Implications of Fake News on National Security
Perceived Implications of Fake      * Perceived Implication of Fake News%	     Overall
News on National Security		1	2	3	4	5	M	SD	%
Abduction kidnapping is rampant	2.2	0.3	1.9	37.8	57.8	4.49	0.75     89.8
in Nigeria.
Shooting and bombing is rampant	2.4	1.9	9.9	49.0	36.9	4.16	0.85    83.2
in Nigeria.
Herder-farmer clash is rampant in 	2.2	0.3	2.6	54.9	40.0	4.30	0.74     86.0
Nigeria
Terrorism is rampant in Nigeria	2.4	0.0	3.6	42.2	51.9	4.41	0.77     88.2
Ethnic and nationalist agitation is 	2.2	0.3	3.9	53.1	40.5	4.29	0.75     85.8
rampant in Nigeria
Inter-communal violence is rampant	2.2	2.6	7.5	48.3	39.5	4.20	0.85     84.0
in Nigeria
Banditry is rampant in Nigeria	2.2	0.0	28.4	0.0	69.0	4.62	0.7192.4
Total					             				4.35	0.7787.0
*1=Strongly disagree (1-20), 2=Disagree (21-40), 3=Neutral (41-60), 4=Agree (61-80), 5=Strongly Agree (81-100)

The data presented on table 3 shows the perceived implication of fake news on national security in Southwest Nigeria. The overall result depicts that respondents strongly agree that fake news has a high implication on national security (M = 4.35, SD = 0.77). 

Discussion and Analysis of Findings
This study examines the influence of social media use on southwest youths' perceived implications of fake news for national security. The study hinged on the uses and gratification theory by Katz, Blunler and Gurevitch (1973). This study explores the pattern of media use, level of fake news perception and implications of fake news for national security among the youths in Southwest, Nigeria.

Generally, findings reveal that respondents use social media always. Specifically, respondents always use WhatsApp, Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, and Twitter as their social media platforms. Thus, result reveals that respondents are exposed to the social media. Respondents use social media for news, depend on social media for information on national security matters, and follow certain security programmes on social media regularly. However, respondents were skeptical about the use of social media to follow news on national security issues. Nevertheless, respondents agreed that they have easy access to social media, value social media coverage of national security news, because it helps the respondents to update their knowledge on security issues, and crosscheck security information from other sources on the social media. These findings are in tune with (Phua, Jin & Kim, 2017) that Nigerian youths use social media to gratify their informational needs. As stated earlier, UGT is a framework that explains how and why people actively seek out for specific types of media.

Findings revealed that fake news has a high implication on national security because the abduction, kidnapping, shooting, bombing, herder-farmer clash, terrorism, ethnic and nationalist agitation, inter-communal violence, and banditry is rampant in Nigeria. These findings is in line with the submissions of Madu, Aboyade & Ajayi (2019) that the damaging implications of fake news cut across every fabric of a people’s communal life; from politics to religion, from business to social life, and perhaps, the most pronounced area of concern over fake news, particularly in Nigeria is national security, which is, the greatest challenge of the country at the moment.

Conclusion and Recommendations
The news media have come to be regarded as sine-qua-non in engendering political stability and orderly progress in the society which leads to the attainment of societal cohesion and stability. However, the proliferation of fake news driven by the social media technology threatens peace, stability and national security. Findings reveal that respondents use social media always. This shows that respondents are not only exposed to social media use for various purposes, they also consume news on security on social platforms. On the perception of fake news, respondents strongly agreed that there is fake news dissemination on the social media among youths in Southwest, Nigeria. Thus, they are aware of the proliferation of fake news on social media platforms. The overall result depicts that respondents strongly agree that fake news has a high implication on national security. Explicitly, respondents strongly agreed that abduction kidnapping, shooting and bombing, herder-farmer clash, terrorism, ethnic and nationalist agitation, inter-communal violence and banditry are rampant in Nigeria. Thus, the high mean show that respondents perceive fake news has implication on national security in Nigeria. Based on the research findings, this study recommends that: social media users should be educated on media literacy skills which will help improve their fake news detection ability; members of the society should be enlightened on the detrimental consequences of fake news on national security and stability. Finally, government should enact laws to regulate individuals, online journalists and citizen journalists who spread false information on social media platforms.
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