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Abstract 

As the society of today experience a tremendous advance in technology, so does the 

emanation of diverse religions. Religious pluralism, the co-existence of different 

religions is one of the features found in this modern era. The purpose of this paper is to 

examine the diverse perspectives on religious pluralism, tracing the origin of religious 

pluralism from the ancient period to this modern era, more especially on the concept of 

“pluralistic ultimacy” and “contextual understanding”. It emphasizes the role of 

interfaith dialogue among different religions that have emerged in this era of 

globalization. It discusses the advantages and disadvantages presented by religious 

pluralism in this modern age. It addresses the importance of tolerance, respect and 

understanding as the features that would help to foster interfaith dialogue. By 

exploring the tapestry of religious pluralism, this paper aims to pinpoint the 

importance of this study as it provides a profound understanding of religious pluralism 

in this 21st century, and encourages the spirit of interfaith dialogue as a means of 

fostering peace in the global world. It equally contributes effectively to the ongoing 

discussion among diverse religious groups.  

 

Keywords: Tapestry, Faith, religious pluralism, pluralistic ultimacy, interfaith dialogue. 

 

Introduction 

In a world with advanced modern technology, religion remains a powerful force in shaping 

the lives of individuals and society at large. From ancient metropolis to modern civilization, 

religion has guided individuals and members of communities by providing a sense of 

belonging to them. Yet, amidst this rich tapestry of beliefs and practices, religious pluralism 

emerges as a complex and multifaceted concept. 

 

Religious pluralism, the coexistence of diverse religious traditions within a society, has 

become increasingly prevalent in the contemporary world. As globalization fosters 

intercultural encounters and migration patterns reshape demographics, individuals are 

exposed to a broader spectrum of faiths than ever before. This growing awareness of religious 

pluralism has sparked both fascination and apprehension, raising questions about tolerance, 

understanding, and the very nature of belief. 
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This paper delves into the intricate world of religious pluralism, exploring its philosophical 

underpinnings, and contemporary implications. Through a critical examination of scholarly 

perspectives and real-world examples, we aim to unpack the complexities of navigating this 

diverse landscape of faith. 

 

The purpose of this paper is threefold: 

 To provide a comprehensive overview of religious pluralism, and its current 

manifestations in the globalized world. 

 To examine the philosophical and theological underpinnings of religious pluralism, 

exploring the diverse approaches to understanding the coexistence of multiple faiths. 

 To analyze the challenges and opportunities of religious pluralism in contemporary 

societies, addressing issues of tolerance, understanding, and interfaith dialogue. 

 

Background on Religious Pluralism 

The concept of religious pluralism has evolved over centuries, mirroring the changing social, 

cultural, and intellectual landscape of human civilization. The root of religious pluralism can 

be traced back to the Greco-Roman world and the Indian subcontinent. Still in this modern 

era, it surfaces as a distinct concept, coinciding with the expansion of global trade with its 

exploration and the rise of enlightenment thought. 

 

Dutch philosopher Baruch Spinoza, who was one of the early proponents of religious 

pluralism in the 17th century, concurred with the compatibility of different religious beliefs 

and the significance of tolerance in a society which nurtures multi-religion. Spinoza’s view of 

“amor intellectualis” (intellectual love) promoted the need for appreciating and understanding 

the perspectives of different religions, which lays the foundation for modern interfaith 

dialogue.  

 

Religious pluralism was deeply rooted in the 20th century with the works of some scholars 

such as Wilfred Cantwell Smith (1972) and John Hick (1985).  Smith highlighted the 

importance of understanding religions within their cultural contexts, challenging the 

tendency to impose Western categories onto non-Western traditions. Hick in the concept of 

“Pluralistic ultimacy” suggested that diverse religions may offer multiple yet equally valid 

paths to the same ultimate reality. 

 

Current to the ongoing discussion on religious pluralism, the questions about the nature of 

truth, the role of religion in public life and the possibility of universal values continue to 

emerge as the fundamental issue in the modern world today. As societies become more 

diverse, navigating the tapestry of faith demands an ongoing commitment to tolerance, 

understanding, and respectful dialogue. 

 

Definitions of the concept of Religious Pluralism  

The concept of religious pluralism entails that religious beliefs and practices are not merely 

the expression of cultural traditions and personal preferences but are also the exhibition of 

ways of being human. This highlights the contribution of religion in shaping human 

experience and identity. Asad suggests that religious pluralism is not about the concurrence 

of different religions, but the fact lies in the recognition of these religions having a unique 

perspective to offer on the condition of human beings (Asad, 2003). 
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Religious pluralism deals with the interaction that exists between different religions, 

indicating that religions are not static entities but are constantly evolving with one another. 

This definition emphasizes the impactful nature of religious pluralism. Sanneh suggests that 

religions are not separated from each other, but rather, they engage with each other through 

dialogue and exchange of ideas. This view has helped in understanding the modern landscape 

of religious pluralism (Sanneh, 2008).  

 

Brabazan (2015) in his definition of the concept of religious pluralism states that it is the idea 

that there is more than one way to communicate to ultimate reality and that these different 

ways are not only complementary but also reciprocally enriching. This definition pinpoints 

the potential for religious pluralism to foster mutual understanding and learning between 

diverse religions. He states that religious pluralism is not about relativism or indifference to 

truth, but rather about recognizing the value of different perspectives. This view has been 

important in promoting interfaith dialogue and unity. 

 

Tracy (2011) suggests that religious pluralism deals with the recognition that all religions are 

ultimately pointing to the same Supreme Being, even though they may express this feeling in 

different dimensions. This definition suggests that religious pluralism is not about relativism, 

but rather about the recognition of a shared ultimate reality. He argues that different religions 

are not incommensurable, but rather that they can be seen as different paths to the same 

ultimate goal. This view has been significant also in promoting interfaith dialogue and 

cooperation. 

 

Taylor (2007) states that religious pluralism can be viewed as the condition in which there is 

a diversity of religious traditions, and in which no one religious tradition is predominant. This 

definition highlights the social and political dimensions of religious pluralism. He argues that 

religious pluralism is not just about the beliefs of each person, but also about the connection 

between religion and the state. This view has helped in understanding the challenges and 

opportunities of religious pluralism in democracies. 

 

Eck (2001) emphasizes the point that all religions are equally important and that no one 

religion has a monopoly on truth. This idea underscores the importance of tolerance and 

respect in religious pluralism. According to her, other religions should not judge based on 

people’s standards, but rather should appreciate their distinctive contributions to human 

understanding. This view has been an important tool for promoting interfaith acceptance and 

cooperation. 

 

Each of the above definitions or descriptions display a different perspective on the nature of 

religion, the connection between different religions, and the implications religious pluralism 

has on society. 

 

Having gone through the above definitions, religious pluralism can now be defined as the 

vibrant coexistence of different faiths, each providing an animated colour to the human 

experience. It emphasizes that these threads, though unique, are not merely individual 

expressions or cultural adornments. They are the very fabric of how we understand ourselves, 

navigate the world, and seek meaning in life. In this vibrant tapestry, constructive dialogue 
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becomes the loom, weaving understanding and appreciation for the impact of each 

perspective. Through this collaborative discussion, we search for threads of shared value, 

strengthening the pattern of our collective humanity. 

 

Theoretical Frameworks for Understanding and Navigating Religious Pluralism 

Religious pluralism, the integration of different religious traditions within a society, has 

become increasingly prevalent in the modern world. As societies become more diverse and 

interconnected, understanding and navigating religious pluralism is essential for fostering 

peace, respect, and understanding among different religious communities. Diverse theoretical 

frameworks have been proposed to address the complexities of religious pluralism, each 

offering distinctive perceptions and approaches to manoeuvring this multifaceted landscape. 

 

Religious Relativism 

Casanova (2002) in his book Public Religions in the Modern World, proposes that secularism is 

not a culturally specific process, but rather a worldwide process that is unfolding in different 

ways around the world. He appeals that we need to move beyond ethnocentric interpretation 

of secularism and develop more nuanced and inclusive frameworks that can incorporate the 

diverse religious realities of the twenty-first century. 

 

Taylor (2007) in his book A Secular Age, states that religious relativism fails to adequately 

address the deep and complex differences between different religions. He urges that a more 

nuanced approach is needed, one that recognizes both the variety and the 

incommensurability of various religious worldviews. Taylor emphasizes the value of 

respecting the integrity of each religion, while also recognizing that there may be no 

single, universally valid truth. 

 

Religious Freedom 

Sen (2006) in his essay "Religion and Secularism" maintains that religious freedom is not 

merely a negative right, but also a positive right. He argues that individuals have a right not 

only to be free from religious coercion but also to have the necessary resources and 

opportunities to practice their faith freely. Sen persists that religious freedom is essential for 

a just and inclusive society, allowing individuals to communicate their identities and 

contribute fully to public life. 

 

Secularism 

Habermas (2006) in his article "Religion in the Public Sphere" claims that secularism is not 

about the non-existence of religion in the public sphere, but rather about the neutrality of the 

state. He maintains that no particular religion should be promoted by the state, and should 

instead provide a forum for open and logical discourse, regardless of individual religious 

beliefs. Habermas highlights the importance of having the church separated from the 

state, while also allowing space for religious voices to be heard in the public arena. 

 

Interfaith Dialogue 

Sanneh (2008) in his book Paradoxes of Pluralism: Religion, Society, and Peace in the Twenty-First 

Century, argues that the diversity of religions present in contemporary societies calls for a 

more dynamic and evolving approach to religious pluralism. He contends that interfaith 

dialogue is not a static pursuit but rather an ongoing process of participation and 
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interaction, one that must adapt to the changing realities of the world. Sanneh emphasizes the 

importance of recognizing the unique contributions of each religion, while also seeking to find 

common ground and shared values. He posits that interfaith dialogue can help to 

foster cooperation, understanding and peace among diverse religious communities. 

 

Examples of Religious Pluralism in Practice: case studies 

Case Study 1: Interfaith Peace Building in Kaduna State, Nigeria 

Kaduna State, which is in the Northern part of Nigeria, has been a breeding ground of 

interfaith conflict, particularly between Muslim and Christian communities. Despite the 

underlying friction, recent years have witnessed a spike in dedicated efforts to promote 

interfaith understanding and cooperation, with the ultimate goal of building lasting peace and 

reconciliation. One example is the Kaduna Interfaith Dialogue Forum (KIDF), which brings 

together religious leaders, scholars, and community members to address issues of common 

concern, foster dialogue, and build trust between interfaith communities (Igbodalo, 2020) 

 

Challenges 

Nevertheless, interreligious dialogue for peace in Kaduna State faces numerous challenges in 

the course of trying to promote harmonious coexistence in the state. The barriers to interfaith 

understanding include: 

Long-standing historical and political animosities between Muslims and Christians: The 

region has a deep-rooted history of religious conflict, stemming from the colonial era. These 

divisions have been worsened by political factors, such as the competition for power and 

resources between the two groups (Peace News Network (P.N.N), 2018, October, 22) 

 

Economic inequality that can deepen religious tensions: Kaduna State is among the states 

with stark income inequality in Nigeria. These disparities have led to resentment and 

competition between different groups, which has been exploited by those who seek to sow 

division and conflict (Akpan & Ukpong, 2013) 

 

Misinformation and propaganda that can fuel interfaith violence: social media and other 

forms of communication have made it easier for misinformation and propaganda to spread, 

and this quickly fueled interfaith violence (Nwafor, 2020) 

 

These challenges have dampened the efforts of the Peace-building Forum to achieve their 

goals in the state. However, there are strategies which they initiated to carry out the work 

effectively and efficiently. 

 

Strategies 

Despite these challenges, there have been several successful interfaith peace building 

initiatives in Kaduna State. Some of the key strategies that have been employed include: 

 

1. Regular dialogue and engagement between religious leaders 

Based on the joint initiatives, the Interfaith Dialogue Forum of Nigeria (n.d.), has facilitated 

regular dialogue sessions in Kaduna, bringing together Muslim and Christian religious 

leaders to discuss issues of shared concern, such as education, healthcare, and youth 

development. Over the past 5 years, these sessions have led to the creation of several joint 

initiatives, including a scholarship fund for underprivileged students from both communities. 
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Impact: 200 religious leaders have participated in IDFN dialogue sessions, resulting in 3 joint 

projects implemented and 10 scholarships awarded to students from diverse backgrounds. 

 

2. Joint community projects and initiatives 

The Kaduna State Peace Commission (n.d) reports that the "building bridges" project in 

Zonkwa, a town historically plagued by religious violence, brought together Muslim and 

Christian communities to build a public library. This project employed local youth from 

communities, fostering collaboration and breaking down stereotypes. 

 

Impact: Over 150 young people participated in the "Building Bridges" project, leading to the 

completion of the library and a 20% decrease in reported interfaith tensions in Zonkwa. 

 

3. Promoting interfaith education and understanding 

Research by the Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies (n.d.) demonstrates the effectiveness of 

interfaith education and understanding.  The Peace Ambassadors program in Kaduna schools 

trains students in conflict resolution, interfaith understanding, and tolerance. Over 1,000 

students have participated in the program, with reports of improved communication and 

understanding between Muslim and Christian students. 

 

Impact: A 15% increase in positive interactions between Muslim and Christian students in 

schools participating in the "Peace Ambassadors" program has been observed. 

 

4. Addressing underlying socioeconomic issues 

Development reports from the Kaduna State Government (n.d) showcase the connection 

between economic empowerment and alleviated tensions in the area. This "Kaduna Economic 

Empowerment Initiative" offers microloans to women from various faith groups to start small 

businesses. This initiative has helped reduce poverty and encourage economic cooperation 

between groups. 

 

Outcome: Small loans through this initiative have been allotted to over 500 women, leading 

to a 10% increase in household income and mitigating religious tensions over the struggle for 

economic prosperity. 

 

The group has been striving to assist in the preservation of harmony in the state 

 

Case Study 2: Interfaith Education in Benue State: Dialogue for peace. 

Benue State, Nigeria, is a region with a complex tapestry of faiths, including Christianity, 

Islam, and traditional African religions. In recent years, there has been a rising prominence on 

interfaith education in schools as a means of fostering understanding, tolerance, and respect 

for diversity. A case in point is the Benue State Interfaith Education Initiative, which provides 

training to teachers on interfaith dialogue and promotes the use of resources for interfaith 

learning (Ukeh, & Ogbodo2019) 
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Challenges 

Interreligious education in Benue State, grapples with significant obstacles, navigating the 

potential for religious indoctrination while nurturing genuine understanding and respect 

between interfaith tapestry. Here are how these tensions manifest and the potential 

solutions. 

 

Addressing the potential for religious indoctrination is one of the main challenges faced by 

interfaith education in Benue State. There is a concern that interfaith education could be used 

to promote one particular religion over others or to undermine the beliefs of students 

(Osunbabe, 2017). To mitigate this tension, it is significant to ensure that interfaith education 

is taught neutrally and objectively. No particular religion should be promoted by any teacher, 

and they should encourage students to think critically about their own beliefs and the beliefs 

of others (Abu-Bakr, 2018). 

 

Secondly, it is crucial to ensure that dialogue education is universal and respectful of all faiths. 

Therefore, interfaith education should involve other religions practiced in the state in her 

curriculum and should not only teach about Traditional African Religions, Christianity, and 

Islam. So, providing resources and expertise for teaching all religions can be fraught with 

complications, especially for smaller or less mainstream faiths (Osunbade, 2017). 

Collaborating with a spectrum of faith groups can provide resources and expertise for 

teaching their respective faiths faithfully (UNESCO, 2017). 

 

Finally, offering a holistic education that encompasses both faith and secular knowledge can 

be demanding. Some people are of the view that interfaith education should focus on teaching 

about different religions, while others suggest that it should focus on teaching about shared 

values such as respect, tolerance, and peace. Seamlessly, merging religious and secular 

education can be difficult, potentially leading to compartmentalized learning (Akintola, 

2019,). It is important to find equilibrium between these two approaches. Interfaith education 

should teach students about the importance of respecting the beliefs of others and also equip 

them with the knowledge of different religions (UNESCO, 2017). 

 

Challenges are inevitable in a society that is well populated. The case in point is that people 

should learn how to tolerate one another’s way of life and beliefs for the accessibility of 

knowledge and resources that keep society moving and make life easy. 

 

Strategies 

Several strategies have been employed to address the challenges of interfaith education in 

Benue State: 

One strategy is Independent Curriculum Development. Benue has established a diverse 

curriculum committee composed of religious scholars and educators from various faiths. This 

committee reviews and develops curriculum materials to ensure neutrality and fair 

representation of all religions (Osunbabe, 2017).   

 

Another strategy is that Benue allocates resources for religious and secular education based 

on student demographics and learning needs. This ensures that all students have access to 

both types of education and that no faith is neglected (UNESCO, 2017). She equally engages 

with religious communities to address concerns and build trust in the interfaith education 
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program. Open communication and collaboration help ensure that the program remains 

relevant and responsive to the needs of the community (Okonkwo, 2020). 

 

More so, Benue provides teachers with sensitivity training to ensure they approach all 

religions respectfully and with understanding. This training helps prevent misrepresentation 

or disrespect for minority faiths (Okonkwo, 2020). 

 

Outcomes 

Interfaith education can have several positive outcomes. First is the increased interfaith 

understanding and tolerance. Studies have shown that interfaith education in Benue has led 

to a decrease in religious prejudice and an increase in understanding and respect for diverse 

faiths among students (Okonkwo, 2020). 

 

Secondly, it has improved academic performance. Research indicates that students who 

participate in interfaith education programs tend to perform better academically, possibly due 

to developing critical thinking and communication skills. There is a strong possibility that 

interfaith education empowers students to examine diverse viewpoints and develop their 

own informed opinions, foster open and constructive conversations and healthy debate, 

develop critical thinking and communication abilities, and develop a deeper understanding 

of complex social and ethical issues (Akintola, 2019). 

 

Finally, interfaith education is seen as a crucial catalyst in fostering interfaith understanding 

and societal cohesion in Benue’s diverse religious landscape. By fostering understanding and 

respect for different faiths, the program helps to break down barriers and build bridges 

between communities (Osunbade, 2017). 

 

Advantages of Religious Pluralism 

Social Benefits 

It promotes tolerance and understanding: Religious pluralism exposes individuals to diverse 

beliefs and practices, fostering an appreciation for different perspectives and reducing 

prejudice and discrimination (Hall, 2007). 

 

It enhances social cohesion: Religious communities can provide a sense of belonging, social 

support, and shared values, contributing to a more cohesive and harmonious society 

(Wuthnow, 2002). 

 

Cultural Benefits 

It preserves cultural diversity: Religious traditions are often intertwined with cultural 

practices, and religious pluralism protects and promotes cultural diversity (Asad, 2003). 

 

It enriches cultural exchange: The interaction between different religious traditions can lead 

to the exchange of ideas, practices, and art forms, enriching cultural life (Taylor, 2007). 

 

Political Benefits 

It promotes democracy and human rights: Religious pluralism can foster a sense of civic 

engagement and a commitment to democratic values, including tolerance, freedom of 

expression, and human rights. (Habermas, J. 2006). 
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It enhances political stability: Religious communities can play a role in conflict resolution 

and peace building, contributing to political stability (Fein, H. 2007). 

 

Religious Benefits 

Religious pluralism is a catalyst for deeper understanding and spiritual richness. It opens 

doors for individuals as they encounter different perspectives with the possibility to 

investigate diverse religious traditions and understand the faith of each religious group 

(Tracy, 2011). 

Religious pluralism inspires interfaith dialogue and gives individuals the opportunity to work 

together to achieve a common benefit. It nurtures mutual understanding and respect among 

different religious groups (Sanneh, 2008). 

 

Challenges of Religious Pluralism 

 

Social Challenge 

Diverse religious traditions and rituals can sometimes be used to promote systemic biases and 

unfairness, such as gender inequality or the oppression of minority groups (Talal, 2008). 

The coexistence of a rich tapestry of faith can sometimes lead to disagreements and tensions 

in some areas, particularly if minority groups are discriminated against or marginalized 

(Modood, 2006). 

 

Cultural Challenge 

Religious pluralism can lead to an erosion of cultural norms. Some individuals argue that 

religious pluralism can erode traditional values and cultural norms, leading to a loss of 

cultural identity (Huntington, 1996) 

 

It can lead to cultural appropriation: Religious symbols and practices can sometimes be 

culturally misunderstood or misinterpreted by individuals or groups from other cultures, 

leading to prejudice and discrimination (Clair, 2004, p.1) 

 

Political Challenge 

Diverse religions can lead to political instability. Religious tensions can have a destabilizing 

effect on societies, leading to social unrest, political upheaval, and disintegration of societal 

cohesion (Marshall, 2007). 

 

Conclusion 

Religious pluralism, which is the coexistence of different religious traditions within a society, 

is a dynamic and evolving reality with both benefits and challenges. On the one hand, 

religious pluralism can foster tolerance, understanding, and cultural enrichment. It can 

promote unity and solidarity, strengthen governance, and encourage spiritual growth and 

exploration. On the other hand, religious pluralism can lead to divisions and tensions, 

misappropriation and misuse of cultural elements, political volatility and uncertainty. It can 

also be used to justify social inequalities and the loss of traditional values. 

 

In navigating the challenges and opportunities of religious pluralism, it is crucial to promote 

interfaith dialogue, and mutual respect, and safeguard the freedom of religion for all 
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individuals. Societies should also be mindful of the potential for religious beliefs and practices 

to be used to justify existing disparities and structural barriers. 

 

In the evolution of our increasingly diverse activities, religious pluralism will continue to play 

an important role in shaping social, cultural, and political landscapes. Understanding the 

complex dynamics of the diversity of faiths is fundamental for cultivating tolerance, harmony, 

and peaceful coexistence in the world. 

 

Potential for Future Growth and Change 

Growing prominence on interfaith education and dialogue 

Appreciating the crucial role of education in shaping understanding and tolerance, the future 

may see a shifting focus on interfaith education within school curriculums. This could include 

learning about diverse religious traditions, fostering critical thinking about religion, and 

promoting respectful dialogue through collaborative endeavours (UNESCO, 2015). 

 

Development of a more open and welcoming environment for religious pluralism 

As societies become increasingly diverse, the need for inclusive and respectful frameworks 

for navigating religious pluralism will become more analytic. Baumann (2007) suggests that 

there is a need to embrace a kaleidoscope approach where diverse perspectives merge to 

create a richer whole, instead of relying on separate communities like squares in a patchwork 

quilt. 

 

Greater recognition of the role of religion in promoting social justice and peace 

Religions have often played significant roles in advocating for social justice and peace. In the 

future, we might see a strengthening of interfaith collaborations on issues like poverty, 

environmental degradation, and conflict resolution, drawing inspiration from figures like the 

prophet Amos’s call for justice (Heschel, 1966). 

 

Emergence of new forms of religious expression and identity 

Taylor (2007) suggests that within a “secular age”, religion retains its potential for 

transformation and innovation. We might see the emergence of new hybrid religious forms, 

blending elements from different traditions, or the adaptation of religious practices to address 

contemporary challenges like climate change or technological advancements. 

 

Recommendations for Promoting Religious Tolerance and Understanding 

 

From the above, the following recommendations for promoting religious tolerance and 

understanding can be deduced: 

 

1. Introduce interfaith education into school curriculums, not just to learn about diverse 

traditions, but also to foster critical thinking, respect, and empathy. Engage students in 

projects and shared activities that bridge cultural divides and spark curiosity about different 

belief systems (UNESCO, 2015). 

 

2.  Organizations working on the frontlines of interfaith work should be supported, such as 

the interfaith Centre on Corporate Responsibility or the World Council of Religious for Peace. 

People can encourage these organizations through volunteering time, donating resources, and 
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raising awareness. These can significantly intensify their impact in promoting tolerance and 

understanding (ICCR, 2023) 

 

3. The protection of religious freedom for individuals should be advocated for, regardless of 

their religious popularity or size. Discrimination and persecution based on religious beliefs 

should be fought against, and legal frameworks that guarantee equal rights and protections 

for every creed are to be promoted (UDHR. 1948, A. 18) 

 

4. There is a need to encourage interfaith dialogue, not just at grand summits, but at the 

grassroots level. There is a need to craft an open avenue where people of different faiths can 

engage themselves for interfaith community projects, community feasts, respectful 

conversation, and building bridges of understanding (UN, 2011). 

 

5. It is imperative to tackle the causes of religious conflict, acknowledging factors like poverty, 

inequality, and political manipulation. Commitment to peace-building efforts that tackle these 

underlying issues, preventing violence and building sustainable peace should be encouraged 

(ICGGR, 2008). 

 

6. There should be promotion of understanding, and tolerance in every sphere of society, from 

media representations to workplace policies. It is also good to challenge hate speech and 

misinformation, celebrating diversity in art, music, and literature. Support responsible and 

respectful media coverage of religious issues (UNAC, 2005). 

 

By embracing these steps, we can generate a world filled with more tolerance and 

understanding. 
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